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Drama student wins
‘Post’ Poetry Prize

THE Birmingkam Post
Poetry Prize this year
has been won b; lan
Booth, a second year
drama and English
student at Birmingl
University. Highly com-
mended are the poems
submitted by Miss.
Stephanie Smolirs, second
year English  honours
student at the university.

There were 14 entries, the
highest number for several
ears, which were assessed

Professor Tereace Spen-

cer, Professor of lish
Literature at

University. and & 1 of]
Judges under his chalrman-

ship.

Alan Booth came to Bir-
mingham University, to read
Drama and Englsh, from
the Victorian _Etricks-and-
mortar up‘th:'l of
stone on e_fringe
London East End.

His first Jove, and what he
is convinced will rsmain his
enduring passion, is the
theatre.

The adopted child of a
Cockney labourer and his

wife, he made his Welfare
Otate way to the university,
by way of the losal
mar school, and sel
Birmingham as his first
cholce. The reascn — Its
nearness Lo the Shakespeare
lAn.ulluu at Stratiord-upon-
von.

Shakespeare’s tragedies are

Alan Booth's
interest. He not my‘%
to extend his stay at

mingham Universily into a
fourth year to do research
in this well hed fleld,
bnthhg has for a ;n:dim
as he might say, v
the plays. =
At 18, two years ago, he
played Hamlet in a school
production. He I8 now
mllln 4 bearc for the
is to give a few
weeks hence at a theatre
close to his home. He has
ed Richard IIL and has
his  way h
sehool productions of all

Alan Booth, second year
drama and lﬂ;‘l:ll
student at Birmingham
letuﬂ!i! who kas won

Pociry Prise. |

" tragedies. The only diversion

from this stern, somewhat
recocious iuulpeln
ominated

appears to have Inen a
m:lhn of  Anoullh's

The poet| which hn
brought :’n Booth

prize is, as he
relaxation in his

e e

- writes for himsel!,

though
llrmlnlhm University's
broadsheet has seen some
of his work, but hs poetry-
making is no mere Incl-
dental occupation. He is by
lhﬂkllﬂ A _romantic, drawn
the medieval ind Eliza-
beuun poets because of
their love of beauty.

The _Birminghem Post
Poetry Prize, first awarded
in 1851, is open tc students
at Birmingham University,

The annual award Ix
valued mt £29 aad poems
should not previously have
been wb:Il:hed. fanm-m
may sul one long poem
or not more than 12 shorter.
poems.

BSelections from this year's
winning entries wil be pub-
lished in the Midiand Maga-
zine section of The Birming-

e _ham Post on Saturday.
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