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THE REVIVAL OF FRESCO-PAINTING

THE GRAPHIC, Apwic 8, 5orr

IN ENGLAND

THE STORY OF GARETH AND LYNETTE AT OAKHAM SCHOOL

X . |
CARETH'S DEPARTURE FOR THE COURY OF
KNG ARTHUR

l‘f if always o wonder to thess who have besn ho
Tialy, and have seen how wondesfol o thing &

pinting oot i wall citne be, that there aneso fow fiescons
in England. A painting onesnvas oo thing by fEaslf;
it can be torn from am altar @nd yet retain its majesty

or itz holmess,
jn:\]lpmp'rintc when 7

But w fresco woamcligenons ; it Leodks as
iovid drom e surouadings as
chia: Elut Bab-redivfsof 1 1o chilla Bobbdi ak the Vacboriy
Afbert Moseuny.  The matura! compensation oo
Eata Mmesn has ofien, when inits place,
& more abiding cham - and & more retentive hold an
the memary, than Ay picturs:  Witness, "ex.‘unia-'h:-._
the tender beauty ol the freseces which Fra Anpgelio
pitinted for the of his brother-monks at San Marca,
in Flogenoe; o the spleadowr of Benosoo Gozeoli’s
precession on fhe walls of o Florenting prlace | or to
=1

wery different s ples, the alserbing piety of the
phetiges which Giotto painted on the walis:of the npper
chivah it Assizi.  Thes e Dt three cxampbes ot of
tundreds in which plety and history and legend: are
recerded in work of inefinceable. beanty on the walls of
Habian churches and - palaces and elolstess

Weense the word incffacenble with wome indentd
That the feseo bhas nob been adapted more widel
Engiand is due t0 a durability,
i3 i thitk o cok
damage it, thowgh the
expericnce. for g app
frestoes b England were simply -cokour-washes onoa thin

pele would quickly
o reason based on aciusl
The few ancienl
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LYNETTE AND GARETH (BETAIL)

T

The Hall Fs daleutral tnld e Falf of Onkiam.

layer of sorne coarse plaster luid dizectly on the stone
or brick, In Erglish {rescoes of o more recent date the
tmitation of the biter coerse 2o Taalinn methads pros
duned work which would hawve Been ruined inany elimate.
Freseo-painting iz not mercly an art; ik 52 cmit, to b
tearol liks any ether. The frst and best step to iz
introduction in Engl woatld by the beiching of th
technique of the methad. That soquisite, inte Deoader
aspect, is ong which may b commended 4o the atfention
of all Briviah art sehosls, whers it would be more poofit-
abde 4o teach sindonts ihe erafts of the painter, the

GARETH BLOWS THE HNORN - BENMORE THE
CASTLE GF LADY LIGNESSE

engraver, the 1i-,l'|r|[|_:r3|;.l-.r~|'_ the etcher, the decorator,
thiaz te allow then to plamge intectle painting of pietures
irrctpective of a natoral bentoor gening. Soch instrie-
tioar wonld be especially wseful in the case of feescos
pammting, for which, b use the fangnsge of oommeree,
LAETE O R [ = il o]:.cninﬂ' " in Englanick af Ehe prasent
itme.  The multiplication of public boildings, and, we
twliewy, the imcreasing interest of the poabiic o the
decopation of them, are o call to the fresco-painter.
Unh:|:r|:|i|l,', if TEANY 30 called there are fow ek are
chozon. fimy of mest fresco-padntings

The arlsbic stand
that have been unvelled in England of recent vears s
not high. Similar work dn: the Uniged: States as bean
bettor rowarded. and moce descrving of teward,

These is, lwmcver, one j ter of freseoes in
whese worlt has a distinetion, astrengih and stroctural
beanty, which are remarkable even in the working
driwings or cartooas wiicl luve been exhibited doring
the lest few weeks at the Grafton Gallery.
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GARETH ' IN THE HALL eF THE QLD KNIGHTLS
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GARETH HALES THE RED KENIGHT BEFORE
LADY  LIONESSE

rr!'.i-e 18 Mrs. Sargent-Flarenoe, 2 painter wheds wotk in
ireaue first atiracted alteniion kst yearal the Avts
ar] Crafts Exhilition, but who has beem eng:‘gnﬁ foar
some seven: vears in decorating the fine Elizabethan
Hall of Cakham Sclhool, in Rutlzndshire, The schoal
wag founded by Avchdeseon Jolnson in 1584 7 the
appearance. of fe hall 98 veproduced o that one of the
fredeoss which repressnis Gorebl nd  Lyviedss) aklin
the Arthuran lepend, sitting in the Bangueting Hail
of the old koight who wis King Arthur's fricnd.  There
are eight panels in the hall ; and o them Yz, Florence
hais iminl.r-:'. #ight srengs from the story to he faand in
Maleay's  * Meste d'Avthwe® Hosides  thess  which
afe reproduced on this page aré others of the mept-
iy ol Gareth with Medlin §of Gareth’s first apperanoe
a1 the Court-in audicnee with the King ;| of his apprin-
ticeship amonyg the scellions ; and of Lynebbes petifion
at the Coort of Arthur. Tt s not easy Lo gatler from
these small lmlmlmmgrup]u. AT |u:'|¢squs\+n Eden nf the ﬁmﬁ:u
spaced aned nebly balencsd propoctions of Mra: Florence's
frescoes.. It is s1ill boss wasy vorealise: the oharm which
the painter's fing sense-of hamoonious ancd  brillimt
coleur imparis to these severs and simple desigis. Many
bitve paid Oakhaan o pilprimage for the sike of secing
this fine and tralv arkste schievement | and 3F may e
hoped that at no distant date the artist will e given
tlie opportanily of decorabing one of the maaiy gkl
buildings which eland in meed of ‘a testimony of the
mey artiste movempeat in this country. S
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GARETH'S COMPANTONS

BRARY BOARD.

(DETAIL)



